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The American Challenger was approx 30 years old when we bought it. Significant work has been done 
since that time and the vessel is in good working condition, ready for her next job. These major projects 
listed below, like the steel work, winch foundation and frame rebuild, and the top and bottom reduction 
gears rebuild are the kind of projects that are due when a tug turns 30 years old.  Our intent was to 
operate this tug for many years. Anyone looking at a boat built in the mid 80's will be faced with the 
same very expensive projects that will cost much more money today to complete. The American 
Challenger is a truly rebuilt tug that will last an operator many years before he has to spend large sums 
of money for major repairs. The next dry dock will be inexpensive and easy. 
 
The following is a list of major projects that we accomplished while we owned the American Challenger. 
This list is not 100% accurate and I am sure we left a lot of improvements out especially the ones we 
made over 2 years ago. We replaced or rebuilt virtually every electric motor and pump on the boat while 
we owned it too. 
 
We have a very aggressive maintenance program when it comes to maintaining the ballast tanks and 
voids. When we first got the boat our crew went in with 30 lb. jackhammers and knocked off all of the 
heavy scale and removed it from the boat. Then we water blast with a 7,000 psi water blaster to remove 
all rust. We replace all of the suspect steel, not just what the ABS tells us to do, but everything that looks 
like it might be a problem later so we don’t have to do it again. All new steel that goes in the boat is 
sand blasted and coated with Ameron 302 zinc based primer by the shipyard. We coat all of the bare 
steel with Ameron 302 zinc based primer and then we apply 2 coats of Ameron 235 epoxy primer. Every 
5 years we go into every ballast tank and void and repeat the process. Some tanks that get more wear 
like the stern steering compartment get more attention and we go into those twice every 5 years. This 
process is much cheaper than doing the steel repairs to ballast tanks and voids that were never treated 
properly. 
 
This will give you some idea of the condition the American Challenger is in. She is in excellent condition. 
You have to go and see it for yourself. 
 
I've added estimated costs for each of the improvements we made. We do most of the steel work with 
our own ABS certified welders and much of the repair work, with the exception of the engine, reduction 
gear and tow winch work, which is done with factory warranted mechanics. 
 

1. Oct. 2002 - Purchase boat. Add aluminum elevated control tower for approx. $300k 
2. 2006 –Reduction gears (P&S) complete rebuild top to bottom.  $250k 
3. 2008 – Main Engines (P&S) complete rebuild.  $300k 
4. 2010 – Replaced A/C unit.  $12k 
5. 2011 - Dry dock:  $1.5M 

a. Replaced deck plating on poop deck. 
b. Rebuilt stern hull plating from deck to waterline.  
c. Aft Peak Stbd Ballast – replaced thwart ships swash bulkhead, L1-3 & L5 swash 

bulkheads, frame 54 deep web, and tank top plating. 
d. Aft Peak Port Ballast – replaced thwart ships swash bulkhead, L1-L5 swash bulkheads, 

and all tank top plating. 
e. #1-C Ballast – Replaced aft swash bulkhead, centerline bulkhead, and tank top. 
f. #1 Ballast and Aft Peak (P&S) tanks blasted and coated. Forepeak and #2 (P/C/S) ballast 

tanks recoated. 
g. All ballast piping associated with above tanks replaced. 



h. Stbd shaft replaced. 
i. Output flange, hull and strut bearings all laser aligned and bored. 
j. Deck plating replaced over #4 (P&S) fuel tanks. 

6. 2012 – Replaced tow winch frame, foundation and fairlead.  $450k 
7. 2015 – Windlass foundation and deck plating replaced, windlass blasted and coated.  $50k. 
8. 2015 – Stainless Steel Mushroom ventilators installed on upper deck.  $4k 
9. 2015 – Alternator replaced on Port Generator.  $12k 
10. 2015 – Fire pump replaced.  $3k 
11. 2015 – New hydraulic steering rams installed.  $7k 
12. 2016 - New Autopilot installed.  $14k 
13. 2016 – Air compressors replaced. $16k 
14. 2016 – Stbd tow wire replaced.  $17k 
15. 2016 - Upper Wheelhouse throttle controls rebuilt. $7k 
16. 2017 – New Bow fenders (P&S) installed (Folded Loop).  $7k 
17. 2017 – New Qtr fenders (P&S) installed (Folded Loop). $6k 

 
Main engine routine maintenance: cylinder head, valves and injectors are set and timed every 1500 
hours. 
Compression test cylinders once per year and check rod bearings, main bearings and liners for wear and 
replace as needed. 
Take monthly oil samples and analyze for potential problems 





















Survey Name Status Last Visit
Date

Done Date Location Report
Number

Classification
Annual Hull Survey 1 Completed 26 May 2017 Honolulu, HI HL3328810-A
Annual Machinery Survey 1 Completed 26 May 2017 Honolulu, HI HL3328810-C
Annual Hull Survey 5 Completed 30 Dec 2015 Mobile, AL M3028565-D
Annual Machinery Survey 5 Completed 30 Dec 2015 Mobile, AL M3028565-E
Drydocking Survey Completed 30 Dec 2015 Mobile, AL M3028565-C
Special Periodical Survey - Hull 8 Completed 30 Dec 2015 Mobile, AL M3028565-B
Special Periodical Survey - Machinery
8

Completed 30 Dec 2015 Mobile, AL M3028565-A

Tailshaft Survey - Tail Shaft P Completed 30 Dec 2015 Mobile, AL M3028565-G
Tailshaft Survey - Tail Shaft S Completed 30 Dec 2015 Mobile, AL M3028565-H
Annual Hull Survey 4 Completed 29 May 2015 Mobile, AL M2911652-B
Annual Machinery Survey 4 Completed 29 May 2015 Mobile, AL M2911652-A
Annual Hull Survey 3 Completed 13 Dec 2013 Mobile, AL M2497847-B
Annual Machinery Survey 3 Completed 13 Dec 2013 Mobile, AL M2497847-A
Drydocking Survey - UWILD Completed 13 Dec 2013 Mobile, AL M2497847-E
Intermediate Hull Survey 8 Completed 13 Dec 2013 Mobile, AL M2497847-C
Annual Hull Survey 2 Completed 17 May 2013 Tampico TP2270495-B
Annual Machinery Survey 2 Completed 17 May 2013 Tampico TP2270495-A
Annual Hull Survey 1 Completed 30 May 2012 Mobile, AL M2152245-B
Annual Machinery Survey 1 Completed 30 May 2012 Mobile, AL M2152245-A
Annual Hull Survey 5 Completed 24 Jun 2011 Newport News, VA NN1937004_B
Annual Machinery Survey 5 Completed 24 Jun 2011 Newport News, VA NN1937004_A
Drydocking Survey Completed 24 Jun 2011 Newport News, VA NN1937004_I
Special Periodical Survey - Hull 7 Completed 24 Jun 2011 Newport News, VA NN1937004_D
Special Periodical Survey - Machinery
7

Completed 24 Jun 2011 Newport News, VA NN1937004_C

Tailshaft Survey - Tail Shaft P Completed 24 Jun 2011 Newport News, VA NN1937004_F
Tailshaft Survey - Tail Shaft S Completed 24 Jun 2011 Newport News, VA NN1937004_G
Annual Hull Survey 4 Completed 26 Feb 2010 Morgan City, LA MC1797937_B
Annual Machinery Survey 4 Completed 26 Feb 2010 Morgan City, LA MC1797937_A
Statutory
Annual Load Line Survey 1 Completed 26 May 2017 Honolulu, HI HL3328810-B
Renewal Load Line Survey 3 Completed 30 Dec 2015 Mobile, AL M3028565-F
Annual Load Line Survey 4 Completed 29 May 2015 Mobile, AL M2911652-C
Annual Load Line Survey 3 Completed 13 Dec 2013 Mobile, AL M2497847-D
Annual Load Line Survey 2 Completed 17 May 2013 Tampico TP2270495-C
Annual Load Line Survey 1 Completed 30 May 2012 Mobile, AL M2152245-C
Renewal Load Line Survey 2 Completed 24 Jun 2011 Newport News, VA NN1937004_E
Annual Load Line Survey 4 Completed 26 Feb 2010 Morgan City, LA MC1797937_C
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DHS, USCG, CG-1270 (REV. 06-04) 

UNITE·D STATES OF AMERICA 1625-0027 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY · 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 

NATIONAL VESSEL DOCUMENTATION CENTER 

CERTIFICATE OF DOCUMENTATION 
VESSEL NAME OFFICIAL NUMBER liMO OR OTHER NUMBER I YEAR COMPLETED 
AMERICAN CHALLENGER 569788 7420479 1975 
HAILING PORT HULL MATERIAL I MECHANICAL PROPULSION 

HONOLULU HI STEEL YES 

GROSS TONNAGE NET TONNAGE LENGTH BREADTH DEPTH 

342 GT lTC 102 NT lTC 

163 GRT 111 NRT 103.4 30.0 12.4 
PLACE BUILT 

AMELIA LA 
' 

OWNERS OPERATIONAL ENDORSEMENTS 

AMERICAN WORKBOATS INC REGISTRY 
COASTWISE 

-~ - .~o ~ 

MANAGING OWNER 

AMERICAN WORKBOATS INC 
65 NORTH NIMITZ HWY PIER 14 
HONOLULU Hl96817 

RESTRICTIONS 
NONE 

ENTITLEMENTS 
NONE 

REMARKS 

NONE 

-·~ 

ISSUE DATE 

JUNE 16, 2016 

THIS CERTIFICATE EXPIRES 

. ~'"~ JULY 31, 2017 ~.u}JL____ . £ •. ~ m 
ACTING DIRECTOR, NATIONAL VESSEL DOCUMENTATION CENT~~ .,,.,!fJ&)l1 

o,;:. .. c;c<~ •. 
0 - ~~ --.'$;.~ ~-~<.,. , ~ 

; 0 - 0 """ 

PREVIOUS EDITION OBSOLETE, THIS CERTIFICATE MAY NOT BE ALTERED 













 

TUG SERVICE         PAST PROJECTS 

 
 
 
PROJECT TITLE: American Marine Tow – Seattle, WA to Honolulu, HI   
 
                         

DESCRIPTION OF WORK: American Marine Corporation’s 3000 HP ABS Hull and 
Machinery tug, the AMERICAN CHALLENGER successfully 
delivered the 150’x72’ deck barge ITB253 loaded with 1981 tons 
of cargo from Seattle to Honolulu. The tow averaged 7.2 knots at 
730 RPM and burned an average of 2300 gallons per day.  

 

 

PROJECT CONTACT:  David Griffith – Regional Manager – 808-792-1162 
 
 
KEY PERSONNEL:   Captain John Bigger 
     Mate Mark Wootton 
      
 
 
CONTRACT COSTS:  $450,000                                              
  

 

CONTRACT SCHEDULE: March 2016 – April 2016  
 



TUG SERVICE         PAST PROJECTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Towing Dredge California 
 
PROJECT TITLE: Weeks Marine, Fourchon, LA Production Dredging   
 
                         

DESCRIPTION OF WORK: American Marine successfully supported Weeks Marine’s 
dredging project in Fourchon, LA utilizing the tugs AMERICAN 
CHALLENGER and AMERICAN PATRIOT.  The project was 
completed with minimal down-time and no damage to our 
customer’s equipment.   

 

 

PROJECT CONTACT:  Paul Stewart, Weeks Marine, (985) 373-8352 
 
 
KEY PERSONNEL:   Captain Steve Miller 

Captain Jim Miller 
Captain John Bigger 

     Captain Albert Wieland 
      
 
CONTRACT COSTS:  $1,670,000  
  

 

CONTRACT SCHEDULE: May 2015 – October 2015 



 

TUG SERVICE         PAST PROJECTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT TITLE: Great Lakes Dredge and Dock Freeport, TX Production 

Dredging   
 
                         

DESCRIPTION OF WORK: American Marine successfully supported Great Lakes dredging 
project in Freeport, TX utilizing the tugs AMERICAN 
CHALLENGER and AMERICAN PATRIOT, including delivery 
and demobilization of equipment (Dredge California, Spider 
Barge Cajun Pride, Barge Key West, and Scows GL 65 - 6000 
yds, GL 63 - 6000 yds, GL 33 - 3000 yds).  The project was 
completed with minimal down-time and no damage to our 
customer’s equipment.   

 

 

PROJECT CONTACT:  Rick Elizondo, Project Manager, Great Lakes  (630) 235-7639 
 
 
KEY PERSONNEL:   Captain Steve Miller 

Captain John Bigger 
     Captain Albert Wieland 
     Captain Koby Otterbach 
 
CONTRACT COSTS:  $1,650,000  
  

 

CONTRACT SCHEDULE: October 2014 – May 2015  



TUG SERVICE         PAST PROJECTS 

 
 
 
PROJECT TITLE: PEMEX, Platform installation tows from Tampico, Mexico to 

the oil field in the Gulf of Mexico working for Permaducto, 
Ossfhore Shipbrokers, McDonough and San Miguel  

 
                         

DESCRIPTION OF WORK: American Marine Corporation’s 63 ton bollard pull tug 
AMERICAN PATRIOT and 60.75 ton bollard pull tug 
AMERICAN CHALLENGER towed various 400’x100’ and 
300’x100’ deck barges loaded with platform sections to and from 
the oil field in support of PEMEX’s platform installation projects 
in the Gulf of Mexico oil field.  

 

 

PROJECT CONTACT:  Jonathan Bawden, Offshore Shipbrokers +44 (0) 207-377-9774  
Eric Anderson, McDonough (504) 780-8100 
Jackie Yardley, San Miguel (713) 978,6400 
 

KEY PERSONNEL:   Captain Steve Miller  
     Captain John Bigger 
 
CONTRACT COSTS:  Approximately $6.5 million                                              
  

 

CONTRACT SCHEDULE: July 2012- September 2013 



TUG SERVICE         PAST PROJECTS 

 
 
 
PROJECT TITLE: STERLING/CAMARGO CORREA, Sao Luis, Brazil  
 
                         

DESCRIPTION OF WORK: American Marine Corporation’s 60.75 ton bollard pull tug 
AMERICAN CHALLENGER performed the dredging support 
work with Sterling’s two 4,000 yard scows on Camargo Correa’s 
Sao Luis, Brazil project.   

 

 

PROJECT CONTACT:  Bobby DeCrescenzo 
Project Manager 
Cell: (617) 584-7300 
Work: (617) 689-5160 
e-mail: bobbyd@sterlingequipment.com 

 
KEY PERSONNEL:   Captain John Bigger 
 
CONTRACT COSTS:  Approximately $3 million                                              
  

 

CONTRACT SCHEDULE: March 2010-March 2011 

mailto:bobbyd@sterlingequipment.com
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